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and perennial store of reasonableness. When in the forties
and fifties the experiment was still in its infancy, it came
under such violent attack from passionate factions that so
sage and hopeful a statesman as Lord Elgin feared that
constitutional government in Canada might be impossible.5
But in time the, passion of faction lessened. Impatience
shrank. Astute and generous men, skilful in the arts of group
diplomacy, like Baldwin, Lafontaine, Hincks, and Macdonald,
reconciled the diverse elements, and slowly created a tradition
of political tolerance on which Canadian democracy rests.
One by-product of this regime is doubtless a certain
complexity in the politics of Canada and an evident lack of
sharpness in its political thinking. At the outset of the present
century, Andre Siegfried discovered in the Canadian mind
"endless complications and contradictions and refinements."
It was a mind painfully anxious to achieve a cultural inte-
gration or at least a workable balance of cultures. It has
never ceased to be clutched by such anxiety, but for most of
the time it finds a satisfactory equilibrium in a regime of
dual nationalism and this equilibrium it conserves. In
practice the question of whether political expediency or an
ethical principle inspires the experiment is not significant.
Expediency and ethics are intertwined in the attitudes,of
the people 'which lead them to accept the rules that must
prevail in a liberal democracy. The all-important fact is the
maintenance of the vital stock of ideas which make the
operation of parliamentary institutions a reality.
Since 1910 South Africa has similarly illustrated how a
tolerant acceptance of cultural diversity has furthered among
its European population a liberal democracy, which has
operated through understandings and laws (such as those
governing bilingualism) founded less on a rigid majority rule
than on a respect of each national group for the interests
and susceptibilities of the other. It is an experiment which
has not worked without unresolved tensions, and is often
exposed to bitter challenge from uncompromising nationalists.
Yet, considering the contentious past history of the two
nationalities, it has worked well; for nearly forty years it
has firmly withstood the storms of political passion. But
^Elgin-Grey Papers, 1846-1852, II, 624.